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than that which they expected of their wives.1 All one can
say is that the pillory and social ostracism for the adulteress
is perhaps less cruel than the death which was her portion
under the Law of Moses and many other ancient codes
of law.

So also before marriage, the standard of sexual continence,
or at any rate its enforcement, was far stricter for girls than
for young men and boys. Greek custom demanded that a
girl should be virgin at the time of her marriage; and the
punishment for unchastity quite commonly and usually
inflicted, by stern fathers was death. Instances abound:
there is the story of Phronime in Herodotos (iv, 154), referring
to the seventh century, and that of Hippomenes, an Athenian
of the old royal house ; he was said to have shut up his
daughter in an empty outhouse with a wild horse, which
when it found itself starving attacked and ate her. The story,
at any rate its sensational details, may well have been made
up, perhaps to account for the strange name of an " accursed "
house, which had been pulled down, and whose foundations
were to be seen in conspicuous emptiness among the crowded
dwellings of the city. It was called " At the Horse and the
Girl ".2 But it certainly is mentioned by a fourth-century
orator as an example of old-fashioned severity, no doubt
rather medieval, but certainly exemplary. Even the humane
laws of Solon, we are told, while depriving fathers of the
right to sell their daughters into slavery, made the specific
exception : " except in the case of a maiden found lying
with a man." 3

In the legends there are many and pathetic stories of the
operation of this terrible law. A girl, seduced it may be by
a god, will slip away out to some gully or thicket in the hills,
to endure the pains of bearing alone, and to abandon her
baby to the wild beasts, for fear of the punishment and
disgrace. (And even this course was not open to the later
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